
Nancy Mini is Madeira USA’s senior marketing 

coordinator and backing specialist for the E-Zee 

Backing & Topping® division at Madeira USA’s 

headquarters in New Hampshire. She problem solves, 

creates stitch outs for illustrating articles in trade 

press, and provides stitched color samples. As product 

expert, she often leads internal backing trainings. 

Kenny Christopher has been digitizing machine 

embroidery since 1994, collaborating with artists and 

digitizers to create and produce the design collections at 

Embroidery Library and Urban Threads.  At Embroidery 

Library, he has also art directed designs, created and 

written many sewing and embroidery projects, and 

produced and appeared in instructional video 

tutorials.  Kenny enjoys experimenting with new 

embroidery techniques to create fresh and innovative 

embroidery designs through function, color, texture, and 

unique style. 



What We Will Cover 

 Learning what 12 weight threads are available 

 Working with Wool Blend Burmilana 

 Working with Cotton Blend BurmilanaCo 

 Working with Classic Rayon #12 

 Design considerations 

 Which needles to use 

 Achieving a hand-embroidered look 

 Producing special effects like fringe and fur 
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Working With Thick Threads 

Wool Blend  #12  

Burmilana 

Cotton Blend #12  

BurmilanaCo 

Lustrous #12  

Classic Rayon 
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Using Burmilana 

 50/50 wool/acrylic blend 

 135 solid colors; 12 mélange 

 Hand-embroidered effect 

 Use #100/16 large eye needle 

 Ballpoint needle on knits 

Design by Bonnie Nielsen 
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Design courtesy of Urban Threads 
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Using Burmilana 

 Digitizing concerns 

 Reduce machine speeds 

 Clean out bobbin case often 

 Set tensions to accommodate for 

thickness and texture 

Design by Pat Williams   
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Design courtesy of Embroidery Library   
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Pics 
 

Design courtesy of Urban Threads 
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Pics 
 

Design courtesy of Embroidery Library   
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Using BurmilanaCo 

 50/50 cotton/acrylic blend 

 65 solid colors; 7 mélange  

 Hand-embroidered effect 

 Use #100/16 large eye needle 

 Ballpoint needle on knits 

 

Design courtesy of Embroidery Library   
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Design courtesy of Urban Threads 
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Using BurmilanaCo 

 Digitizing concerns 

 Reduce machine speeds 

 Set tensions to accommodate 

for thickness and texture 

 

Design by Bonnie Nielsen 
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Pics 
 

Design by Bonnie Nielsen  



14 

Pics 
 

Design by Bonnie Nielsen  



Using Classic Rayon #12 

 Available in 57 solid colors 

 Use #100/16 large eye needle 

 Set tensions to accommodate 

for thickness and texture 
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Design by Bonnie Nielsen  
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Design by Bonnie Nielsen   
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Design courtesy of Urban Threads 



Creating Fringe 

 Long satin stitches 

 Cut bobbin thread 
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Design by Bonnie Nielsen  
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Design by Bonnie Nielsen  



Creating Animal Fur Effect 

 Burmilana brush 

 Digitizing 

 Use heavy fabric 
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Design by Aytul Kücük  
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Design by Aytul Kücük  



Mixing Threads 

 Hand-created look 

 More dimension 

 Shading 

 3D effect 

 Go for it! (after a test stitch out!) 
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Design by Bonnie Nielsen   
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Design by Bonnie Nielsen  Design by Bonnie Nielsen   



Tensioning Thick Threads 

 Top thread is too tight 

 Top thread is too lose 

 Tension is just right: 

   1/3 – 1/3 – 1/3  

 Loosen tension for thick threads 
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TOP THREAD TENSIONING
Proper thread tensioning is essential 

to achieving trouble free, quality embroidery.  

Most thread breaks are due to poor tensioning.  

Looping of the top thread or bobbin thread 

showing on top of your design are other 

indications of improper tensioning. Use the 

images to the left as a guide to achieving 

and maintaining proper tension.

Stitching out a simple satin 

stitch is the best way to see 

if your tension is correct.

800-225-3001 madeirausa.com

Set your bobbin tension correctly prior to 

managing your top tension. A bobbin 

tension gauge can be most helpful.

   • Bobbin - set between 18 and 22 grams

   • Bobbin for Caps - set up to 25 grams

Using a top tension gauge is a 

great tool to use as a starting point.

   • Rayon – set between 100 and 120 grams

   • Polyester – set between 120 and 150 grams

The settings for specialty threads vary for each 

type and should maintain the 1/3 bobbin 

thread showing on the bottom side.

TOWA BOBBIN TENSION

GAUGE “L” STYLE

Item #200-50

TAJIMA TOP TENSION GAUGE

Item #200-10

1/3 of the bobbin thread 

should be seen running 

down the center with 

1/3  of the top thread 

showing on either side.

 Too Loose!

Just Right!

Too Tight!

Top Tension is

Top Tension is
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TOP THREAD TENSIONING
Proper thread tensioning is essential 

to achieving trouble free, quality embroidery.  

Most thread breaks are due to poor tensioning.  

Looping of the top thread or bobbin thread 

showing on top of your design are other 

indications of improper tensioning. Use the 

images to the left as a guide to achieving 

and maintaining proper tension.

Stitching out a simple satin 

stitch is the best way to see 

if your tension is correct.

800-225-3001 madeirausa.com

Set your bobbin tension correctly prior to 

managing your top tension. A bobbin 

tension gauge can be most helpful.

   • Bobbin - set between 18 and 22 grams

   • Bobbin for Caps - set up to 25 grams

Using a top tension gauge is a 

great tool to use as a starting point.

   • Rayon – set between 100 and 120 grams

   • Polyester – set between 120 and 150 grams

The settings for specialty threads vary for each 

type and should maintain the 1/3 bobbin 

thread showing on the bottom side.

TOWA BOBBIN TENSION

GAUGE “L” STYLE

Item #200-50

TAJIMA TOP TENSION GAUGE

Item #200-10

1/3 of the bobbin thread 

should be seen running 

down the center with 

1/3  of the top thread 

showing on either side.

 Too Loose!

Just Right!

Too Tight!

Top Tension is

Top Tension is
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TOP THREAD TENSIONING
Proper thread tensioning is essential 

to achieving trouble free, quality embroidery.  

Most thread breaks are due to poor tensioning.  

Looping of the top thread or bobbin thread 

showing on top of your design are other 

indications of improper tensioning. Use the 

images to the left as a guide to achieving 

and maintaining proper tension.

Stitching out a simple satin 

stitch is the best way to see 

if your tension is correct.

800-225-3001 madeirausa.com

Set your bobbin tension correctly prior to 

managing your top tension. A bobbin 

tension gauge can be most helpful.

   • Bobbin - set between 18 and 22 grams

   • Bobbin for Caps - set up to 25 grams

Using a top tension gauge is a 

great tool to use as a starting point.

   • Rayon – set between 100 and 120 grams

   • Polyester – set between 120 and 150 grams

The settings for specialty threads vary for each 

type and should maintain the 1/3 bobbin 

thread showing on the bottom side.

TOWA BOBBIN TENSION

GAUGE “L” STYLE

Item #200-50

TAJIMA TOP TENSION GAUGE

Item #200-10

1/3 of the bobbin thread 

should be seen running 

down the center with 

1/3  of the top thread 

showing on either side.

 Too Loose!

Just Right!

Too Tight!

Top Tension is

Top Tension is



What We Have Covered 

What 12 weight threads are available 

Working with wool and cotton blends 

Design considerations 

Which needle to use (#100/16!) 

Achieving a hand-embroidered look 

Producing special effects like fringe and fur 



This week, Urban Threads is featuring new designs using 

thick thread. These designs are 50% off through Monday, 

October 30 at noon Central Time. In the search field,  

type in “thick thread.” 

Find thick thread designs as well as thousands of high 

quality machine embroidery designs, tutorials, 

 inspiration, and how-to videos at: 

www.embroiderylibrary.com 

www.urbanthreads.com Now that you know the attributes of these fine, fuzzy 

threads, include at least one in your next order, 

mention or enter the Promo Code and save 10% off 

your entire order! While purchasing your Burmilana, 

BurmilanaCo, or Classic Rayon #12 be sure to throw 

in a tray of #100/16 needles! 

Enter Promo Code:  

BBCO-10 

Thank you for your time! To show our 

appreciation, Madeira USA and 

Embroidery Library have put together 

the following specials – just for you! 

SAVE 10% 


